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MISSDUR TO HAVE

PLACE IN CABINET

Rumored That President Has De-

cided on Treasury Portfolio
Instead of the Interior.

SUGGEST THOMPSON'S NAME.

Jobes Mentioned for Comptroller
and Barton for Pension Com-

missioner Secretary Shaw's
Resignation Expected.

The Republic Bureau,
TVwtt Bulldinc. nth and F. Streets.

Washington, Dec . That Missouri will
have a place In the new Cabinet Is ac-
cepted as a certainty In "Washington. The
assumption has been that It would be the
Secretary of the Interior, though recent
gossip as to the intentions of the Presi-
dent has dealt with the possibility tint it
may be the Secretary of the Treasury.

As said In these dispatches. Secretary
Hitchcock does not desire to remain In of-

fice for another full term, but wishes to
complete, or bring to the point of easy
completion, the land frauds prosecutions
on the Pacific Coast and the allotment of
the lands of Indian Territory. The end of
these undertakings Is already In sight. An
act by this Congress wlU provide for the
continuation of such of the Indian Terri-
tory work as may not have been finished
when the life of the commission expires
on June 30 next.

News of the first convictions In the land
cases has come from Oregon, and It Is
believed that the one success is a prece-
dent for further convictions. So, by this
argument, the termination of the responsi-
bilities involved Is a matter of only a few
months.

This portfolio, perhaps by coincidence,
has seemed peculiarly Missouri's. Francis
held It under Cleveland. General Noble
under IfcKlnley and Hitchcock under ey

and Roosevelt. The visit of Charles
Nogel to the White House a few davs ago
was connected with the place, though it
Is thought doubtful that Mr. Nagel would
accept, and his friends say that if he
wonts anything It is the senatorship.

SHAWB RETIREMENT EXPECTED.
No other Mlssourian is named at this

time, of like prominence in Republican
politics, who Is upon close personal terms
with the President. For these reasons,
probably, the drift of speculation has led
to the other likely vacancy In the Cabinet

that ef Secretary of the Treasury. The
retirement of Secretary Shaw is expected.
His' administration of-th- e department has
been satisfactory to the financial interests.
But he is looked upon as sure to become a
candidate for President In IMS, a fact
which Indicates that he will not remain in
the Cabinet. t .
jSUggeUonoT William
reasurer of the Louisiana Purchase Expo

sition and president of the St. Louis Bank
of Commerce. Is a new one in a national
sense. The President has come in contact
with him In the progress of the Exposi-
tion, and was a guest at his house during
he recent visit to the Fair. These facts

are considered significant, though nothing
direct on. the subject has come from an
authoritative source.

As a financier It Is admitted here that
Mr. 'Thompson would come into the port-
folio better equipped than many a pre-- di

cesser. Politically, It is another ques-
tion. He has been a generous contributor
to campaign funds, and that, in Repub-
lican reasoning. Is not exactly unim-
portant.

Further discussion of Western men for
office has put forward C S. Jobes of Kan-
sas Cltv. the man who outbid Wall street
to secure the Issue of the Philippine bonds,
for Comptroller of the Currency. This
talk seems to have & more tangible founda-
tion.

Charles O. Burton of Nevada, Mo., now
one of tbs announced candidates for the
Senate, is mentioned for the place which
Major Warner turned down Pension Com-
missioner.

THREE PASSENGERS

HURT IN COLLISION

Bellefontaine and Mail Core Col-

lide on lark Avenue
Twenty Escape Injury.

A Bellefontaine car collided with a mall
car at Fourteenth street and Clark ave-
nue, shortly after last midnight. Injuring
several passengers on the Bellefontaine
car. The collision occurred in the center

. of the crossing.
Charles Cortcnka, No. 3610 Roswell ave-

nue Albert Rudingrr, No. E320 Minerva
avenue, and Alvin J. Mote. No. 226 Mis-
souri avenue, were bruised by being
thrown from their seats. They went to
their homes unassisted.

The BeUefontuine car was struck broad-
side and was towed to the barn by the
mall oar. There were Iwenty passengers
on the car at the time of the accident.

Tfl OPEN BALLOT BOXES IN

'DENVER ELECTION CASES.

Colorado Sapvesne Court lasses Order
Jitter BearlstC Testimony of

Watchers a Polls.

Dearer, Colo, Dee. The State' Su-

preme Court to-d- ay took up the contempt
charges against Thomas Culp and M. L.
Deraney, judges in Precinct 10, Ward 7, at
the 1st lection.
'Attorney Thomas Ward announced that

the prosecution would prove that only SX
persons entered the booths to vote, while
the return showed that 417 ballots had
been counted.
"Mr. "Ward alleged also that it would be

shown that the two judges Interfered with
the Republican watcher and usedObscene
language and vile epithets.

Attar ntaring testimony of the watch-
ers and others In'support of the. charges,
the "court ordered that the ballot box be

- -- opened and its contents sub-'t-- L

Mietari'fnr examination to two experts in
; 4. ti-'".h(-

ISlV-AW- haa been lssoe' fr James

ifi RUey.tta thirfl Judge In this precinct,
IJfeWttfc na at totea fouad.

fo'Sj.X

SUMMARY OF

The St. Louis Republic.

Saturday, December 10, law.
THE WEATHER

Forecast for St. Luuia and Vicinity
Threatening; and colder with rnln

or anovr; partly cloml).
The ran rlea thli momlnc at 7.0$ and pets

this evening at 4.SS The moon fets this eten.
nig at S.1S.

Grain closed: EL Louis. May wheat $1 12

aalced: Mar corn 43S4e asked.
Chicago, Mar wheat SLOSH: May corn 47Hc

alked.

BISIXESS.
Testerda'a back, clearings were fI0,?55,4tt,

balances $&$$. Local discount rates were be-

tween t'i and 6 per cent. Domestic exchange
waa Quoted aa follows: New fork, eOc pretn.
bid. 50c prom asked: Chicago. Sc prim, bid,
30c prem. aaked; Cincinnati, par bid, 33c prcm.
asked: LouIiUII and New Orleans, par bid,
10c prem. asked.

Wheat closed lower at JLi:",c asked May.
Jl 15 No 2 red. Corn closed higher at Uc
asked May, He No. J mixed Oats closed at
lie bid Ma, 3183140 No mixed

Spot cotton was unchanged In tha local mar-

ket.

WASIII'VGTO.
The legislative, executive and Judltlal

appropriation bill Is passed by the House
almost without change. PAGE 2.

It is considered a certainty that Mis-

souri will have a place In Roosevelt's Cab-
inet, and William H. Thompson of the
National Bank of Commerce Is mentioned
for the Secretary of the Treasurj.

PAGE 1.

EASTERN WAIL
The disabling of the Port Arthur fleet,

the object of the fierce assaults made by
the Japanese armies, is regarded as com-
plete. The Japanese from now on Rill
probably not sacrifice men as they hate,
but wait for hunger to force the Russian
garrison to capitulate. PAGE 1.

Russian prisoner! report that the food
supply In Port Arthur Is so far reduced
that horse flesh is regarded as choice fare,
even among the officers. PAGE L

The terrible asaults preceding the oc-

cupation of Two Hundred and Three Me-

ter H1U are described in detail. PAGE L

LOCAL AND SUIilllllAV
Thomas A. Cleage. Jr., in the hearing

on bankruptcy proceedings, declared that
the claims of creditors were incurred by
gambling and not supported by Federal
laws. PAGE It

The City of St. Louis and the Smith-
sonian Institution of Washington are
rivals for possession of tho bird cage at
the World's Fair. PAGE 3

Mrs. Esther Bishop of No S01 Franklin
avenue received word that her brother,
sister-in-la- nephew and niece were
murdered in Russia. PAGE L

The Republican contest for speakership
of the House affects candidates as sena-
torial aspirants ate anxious to delay the
election of House officer. PAGE 1.

Mrs. Albert Hromatka applies for a
warrant against her husband, charging
that he kidnaped their baby, which she
has recotered. PAGE 9

All but four of the entrances to the
World's Fair will be closed after y,

owing to the few aamlsslons. PAGE 4.

President Roosevelt urges members of
Corgress to take prompt action in giving
more power to the Interstate Commerce
Commission. PAGE 9.

Two trains will be put in service Janu-
ary S between St. Louis and the City of
Mexico, reducing the time fifteen and
twenty hours. PAGE 9.

Judge Eugene Williams of Waco, Tex.,
will endeavor to Interest local financiers
in the proposed cotton warehouse plan,
which will leac the staple In the hands
of the planter until required for manu-
facturing purposes PAGE i.

The trial of the dhorce suit of Mrs.
Mollis Brlnkmeyer against former City
Councilman John G. Brlnkmeyer was be-

gun yesterday in Judge Ryan's division
of the Circuit Court, and will bo on trial

y. PAGE 16.

The local Immigration Bureau made a
favorable report on the Boers now In
this country. PAGE 16.

General Plct A. Cronje, the Boer War
veteran, has applied for an injunction to
restrain Charles S. Wall and others from
using his picture "or name in connection
with advertisements of a Boer War'exhl-bltio- n.

PAGE 8.

Plans are being prepared for the B'Nal
El Temple, which will be erected at Flad
and Spring avenues, at a cost of about
JCO.COO. PAGE 7.

OfflcMs of the Bank of Commerce
bought a controlling interest in tho First
National Bank of Granite City. PAGE 1.

St. .Louts Church Extension and City
Mission Society of the M. E. Church,
South, has adopted resolutions In memory
olR.11. Scruggs, vice president of the
society. PAGE 4

GEN BRAL DOMESTIC.
Probability that Judge John F. Philips

will resign from the Federal bench within
the near future brings many candidates
into the field. PAGE o.

Mrs. Chadwick spends another night In
prison. She announces that she will waive
an examination and go direct to Cleveland.

PAGE 2.

The forthcoming report of Superintend-
ent Carrington will show a large Increase
In tho number of pupils enrolled and In
attendance In the public schools of the
Stato. PAGE E.

Heirs of Dthelbert T. Swezey, who mys-
teriously disappeared In 1S99 from

Mo., where he lived under the
name of Lovell, seek to establish his
death and obtain a partition of his es-

tate. PAGE 2

Suit for $3,000 has been brought against
Katherlne Clemens Gould by Portrait
Painter Tbaddeus. PAGE 3.

Commissioner of Immigration Sargent
declares our Immigration laws are a joke
and that each foreigner should be1 com-
pelled to submit his life history, propcrly
certlficd. PAGE lL

SPORT JtEUS.
RepresentatH es of several race tracks

are said to bo demanding of the Wcctern
Jockey Club a new-- division of dates.

PAGE 10

Brush TJp ran a bright sJx furlongs at
New Orleans, negotiating the distance
through heavy mua In 1:153-- The tir- -
llmlnarv Derbv will b run i- N

PAGE 30.
Tommy FelU Is first fighter to introduce

"simple life" methods in his corner.
PAGE 10.

Handball and boxing tourneys scheduled
for Missouri Athletic Club y.

PAGE 10.
American League magnates depart for"

home. PAGE 10.

MOVEHEVTS OF OCEAX VESSELS,
New York, Dec 8. Arrived: Astoria.
MovlUe. Sec Sailed:'' Sicilian.
Liverpool. Dec Arrived: Baltic
Hamburg, Dc Arrived: Pretoria.
Qneerstown, Dec J. Arrived; Campania.
Naples. "Dec S. Arrlvd: Algeria." '

, ColoaiioArrtTt4: Faloaa. T A . . i

JAPS TO CEASE

GREAT SACRIFICES

Disabling of Russian Fleet Has
lJei'n Main Object of Des-

perate Assaults.

ALL QUIET IN THE HARBOR.

Ships Deserted Before the Firing
on Tliem, Commenced, Blue-Jacke- ts

Having Aban-
doned Them.

Toklo. Dec. In disabling the Russian
fleet at Port Arthur, precluding the pos-

sibility of its being able to further
the Russian second Pacific Squad-

ron, the Japaneso hae accomplished the
main object of the desperate assaults
against the fortress which they hae been
making for the last three months.

There Is now a strong probability that,
while continuing the siege, they will avoid
10"es of the magnitude already attending
their efforts, and. Instead of assaulting,
will rely on starving out tho garrison un-

til it Is finally captured.
The litest" observations of the Japanese

commanders in front of Port Arthur show
that there Is no activity In the west har-
bor of the Invisible portions of the east
harbor. The Russians, strangely, are not
repljlns to the Japanese fire.

Considerable astonishment is expressed
here oer the fact that the Russians In
no way relsted the disabling of the Port
Arthur fleet.

In certain quarters the opinion is enter-
tained that the Russians opened the sea-

cocks of the submersed vessels, to lessen
their exposure to the Japanese fire. The
recent cessation of mine clearing was
taken as evidence that the fleet did not
Intend to make a sortie.
nvjss-n- ships
ArP.UlEMXY DESERTED.

Thcro was no sign of life on the Rus-
sian ships during the bombardment, and
from this fact it is concluded that the
bluejackets took refuge on land or that
they axe engaged In the land defenses.

Yi ith the Russian second Pacific squad-
ron approaching, those In Toklo cannot
comprehend the failure of the Russians to
die hard and to Inflict aU possible damage
to the Japanese fleet, even at the cost of
weakening the effective garrison.

Now that the Port Arthur fleet has been
disabled, it Is deemed impossible for the
Russians to overcome the inferiority of
the second Pacific squadron to Togo's
fleet, unless:, at present unforeseen, the
Black Sea fleet should pass the Darda-
nelles
HlS3H..-- COIIMAKDERS FEAR
THEIR TROOPS WILL DESERT.

Headquarters of the. Japanese Third
Army, Before Port Arthur, via Fusan,
Dec. 9. The Japanese regard the refusal
of the Russians to accept an armistice
which had been asked for and granted for
the purpose of gathering the killed and
wounded on Two Hundred and Three Me-

ter Hill as the overruling of the humane
desire of General Stocssol by the officers
commanding the forts.

It was feared by these officers, the Jap-
anese think, that their men would desert
and kHo the Japanese the advantage of
information regarding the forts.

Russian prisoners report that General
Stoessel's order was overruled by the gar-
rison commanders.
HORSEFLESH CHOICE FOOD
WITH FORT ARTHUR GARRISON.

Headquarters of the Third Japanese
Army Before Port Arthur, Dec. 8, la ru-sa-

Dec 9 Russian prisoners report that
the food supply of the garrison is insuf-
ficient. The men subsist on short rations
of bread, made of a mixture of flour and
coarcer grains, while the officers get horse-
flesh twice a week.

Dysentery and typhoid, the prisoners
say, are very prevalent.

Owing to the bad weather there, a sup-
ply of fresh vegetables cannot be obtained,
and the supply of tinned meats was

a month ago.
The appearance of the prisoners goes to

substantiate their statements. They are
well clothed, but emaciated.

MRS, DE ARMOND IS

DEAD AT BUTLER

Mother of Congressman Was
Ninety Years Old, and Had

Lived at Her Son's Home
' Twenty ,Yeafs. ,

REPUBLIC SPECIAL.
BuUer, Mo.. Dec 9. Mrs. Catherine Do

Armond, mother of Congressman D, A.
De Armond, died here

Mrs. Dc Armond was 90 years old, and
had made her home hero with her son for
the last twenty years.

DROUGHT BROKEN IN MISSOURI

General Rain Over State Relieves
Alarming Conditions.

REPUBLIC SPECIAL
Versailles, Mo , Dec 9 A slow, soaking

rain tell here y, the first since Sep-
tember 20. In addition to reviving pas-
tures and greatly benefiting wheat, the
rain will serve to enliven business, which
has been dlscouraglngly dull.

REPUBLIC SPECIAL.
Bagnell, Mo., Dec. 9. A gentle rain has

been falling since 7 a. m., relieving wheat,
which Is still alive, but badly needed the
moisture.
REPUBLIC SPECIAL

Hartvllle, Mo. Dec . The rainfall In
Wright County was general and broke the
drought of several weeks. Wheat Is es
pecially benefited, as It was dying In some
parts oftbe country.

NO TRACE OF MAN FOUND.

Explosion Obliterates A. B.
Hurst, Two Horses and a Wagon.

Ooffeyvllle, jKas., Deo. J. A. B. Hurst
was killed by"an explosion of a magazine
containing 800 quarts of nitroglycerin at
a shooter of the Kansas Torpedo Company

'Nothing can be found of his body, two
horses and a wagon or the shooter.

FIGHTING BEFORE CAPTURE OF 203-METE- R HILL

MOST SANGUINARY SINCE BEGINNING OF

Bayonets and Djnamite Grenades
Used as Clubs in Combat

Within the Forts.

JAPS INSIDE THE PARAPET.

Strongholds at Rihluug and Kek
wan Mountains Prizes for

Which Thousands of Lives
Were Wasted.

DEAD BODIES FILL TRENCHES.

Opposing Forces Attack Each
Other for Eighteen 'Hours
Without Ceasing Soldiers

Trampling on Corpses
of Their Fallen Coin

rades.

Headquarters of the Japanese Third
Army, Before Port Arthur, Nov. 28, via
Ticn-Tsi- n, Dec 9 The general assault on
Port Arthur which began at noon Novem-
ber 26 la stUl In progress. In the first
series of assaults an attempt was made
to capture the forts at Rlhlung and Kek-wa-n

mountains by penetrating the prin-
cipal line of fortifications surrounding
them, and to envelop the city from-t- he

east. .

At the same time a strong force pushed'
up the gorge of Shlshl "Valley between the
two forUSed ridges, and attacked the

fort In the rear of West Rlhlung
Mountain, officially called Sungahu Moun-
tain, with tlie Intention of enveloping the
city from the west.

The attempt failed, after the most fu-

rious fighting that has been witnessed
since Port Arthur was Invested. The
fighting lasted from nools. of November 26

until after dawn of the following da
without cessation.
GREAT DOIIBAHDME'NT
IN THE EARLY HOHMNG.

The assault began In the early morning
with a tremendous bombardment of tho
forts on the western half of the eastern
fortified ridge by a battery which had
been placed in position on tho crest of
a ridge to the rear. Tor hours the whole
western half of the fortified ridge was
doluged with heavy shells.

At noon the principal line of fortifica-
tions was a perfect heU of bursting shrap-
nel, and the spectacle was more wonderful
than anything previously cir..

The front lines of Infantry, having been
.strongly began an attack
simultaneously along tho entire line from
East Kekwan Mountain to West Rlhlung
Mountain.

Through the hare caused by the smoke
of the bursting shells the assaulters could
be seen emerging from the cover of the
parallels, as well as swarming up the
fortified ridge at half a dozen different
points.

Rifles, rapid-fir- e guns and machine guns
blazed from tho Russian positions, where
advances were made in the open. The
men went down by hundreds. The forts
were belching smoke and bursted shells,
and the rampart walls were black with
assaulters, who, on reaching the crests,
met with an awful fire from within the
forts, which swept down line after line
of Japanese.
JAPANESE EAGER TO
FILL PUCES MADE VACANT.

As fast as the assaulters were repulsed
more Japanese swarmed up, only to be
mowed down In turn.

The determination and fury of the Jap-
anese assaults were equaled by the stub-
bornness of tho resistance of the Rus-
sians.

On the eastern extremity of the line the
Japanese made an assault In an attempt
to capturo the Russian trenches situated
midway of the slope of East Kekwan
Mountain.

The Japanese paralleled some thirty-fiv- e
yards of the Russian trench line, and

an entire regiment charged across, tho
men falllrg by hundreds before the awful
fire of the Russians But sUll more men
came on over the bodies of those who
had fallen, and by sheer weight of num-

bers they reached the trenches, which they
captured at the point of the bayonet.

The Russian shrapnel fire made the cap
tured portion of the trenches a perfect
heU, while the Japanese shrapnel Are as-

sisted the captors to push east and west
along the trench Uno.

The assaulters nucoceded In holding some
eighty yards of tho trench In front of the
parallels, but their efforts to rush the
trench line east and west was a failure,
owing to Impassable burning pits which
filled tho whole space of the trench on
the northern side, as well as to the fact
that their progress was barred by the
fire of the Russian machine guns.

The Japanese built traverse walls across
the trench under the protection of their
machine guns and tried to cross the hills.
but they wero unablo to do so.

At 6 o'clock in the evening a furious
Russian counter attack drove the Jap-
anese back tq the parallels with great
loss.

At 9 o'clock the Japanese again cap-

tured the same part of the trench and
made desperate but unsuccessful efforts
to cross the pits.
RUSSIANS RECAPTURE
TRENCH FILLED WITH DEAD.

The awful struggle continued until 3

o'clock in the morning, when the Rus-

sians again 'counter attacked and recap-
tured tho trench, which was piled with
dead bodicB. For moro than thirty yards
between the trenches there was a verit-
able shambles. The last attacks and
counter attacks were made over the bod-

ies of the slain.
The flrrt attempt to rush the fort on the

northern "portion of Kekwan Mountain
was made1 at 1 o'clock in the afternoon,
when the assaulters swarmed up the ram-
part wall from the moat and met with an
awful fire from within and from the Chi-

nese wall in the rear of the fort. When
the Russians saw that it was the Intention
of the Japanese to rush the fort they
moved a, considerable force from the Chi-

nese wall Into a gorge to tho east and to
the rear of the fort. During the four or
five furious assaults which the Japanese
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OPERATIONS PRECEDING CAPTURE OP R HILL.
Japanese batteries, from the positions gained in the fierce flshting of November 23 and 29, when they estab-

lished themselves within the parapets of the tiro Rlhlnnj and the north Kekwan Mountain forts, were enabled to
pour the deadly fire upon the coveted eminence. The occupation of 203-Met- er Hill, followed by the
of the Port Arthur fleet are the two most Important points of the Port Arthur siege.

SI, LOUIS WOMAN'S

RELATIVES KILLED

Mrs. Esther Bishop Receives In-

formation of a Tragedy
in Russia.

NO DETAILS ARE SUPPLIED.

Victims of the. Crime Were Peace-
able Citizens and Kinsmen

Here Suspect That Rob-

bers Killed Them.

Mrs. Esther Bishop of No. 301 Franklin
avenue has received information that her
brother, William Betchuche, his wife,
son, Raphael, and daughter-in-la- Annie,
were murdered recently at their home
near Station Baar, In Southern Russia.

The details of the crime are not known
to lira. Bishop, but she has arranged to
get them at once. A telegram from her
brother's grandson, Samuel Rize, whe
lives at No. 3M Madlscn street. New York,
told Mrs. Bishop of the crime.

Mrs. Bishop Is the mother of Joseph.
Martin and David Bishop, who conduct
clothing stores at No. 1218 Franklin avenue
and No. 703 North Sixth street. Her daugh-
ter, Mrs. Jennie SIgaloS. Uves with her
at No. SOI Franklin avenue, as do her
sons, Joseph and David. Martin Bishop
lives at No. 1011 Elliot avenue.

Mrs. Bishop's brother, who was mur-
dered, was wealthy farmer. He owned

large tract of land near the Austrian
border. Mrs. Bishop nad received letters
from him at lntervls.

Tho grandson, Samuel Rize, in New
York, however, kept up regular cor-

respondence with the family In Russia.
Ha has been in this country only short
time. It 'Is believed that he received his
Information In letter, and that be will
supply the details of the crime as received
by him by mall within few days.

"I have no Idea why they were killed,"
said Joseph Bishop, last night. 'Tliay
were peaceable citizens, and not connected
with any of the troubles of state. am
under the Impression that robbers com-

mitted tho crime."
The Bishops are well known In St. Louis,

having Uved here for many years. They
are well-to-- and have many friends,
who have not yet been Informed of the
murder.

ST. LOUIS MEN BUY

GRANITE CITY BANK

Officials of the Bunk of Commerce
Purchase Control of First

National.

Officials of the National Bank of Com-mer- co

have bought controlling Interest
In the First National Bank of Granite
City, 111.

Among those Interested in the purchase
ore: J. C. Van Biarcom, J. A Lewis and
R. F. Eawards. It is stated that the
Granite City bank wUl be conducted as
usual, and while it has been purchased
by officials of the Bank of Commerce, the
bank has no part in the transaction.

The Granite City bank has capital
stock of $0,000, of which the local bank
officials purchased 201 shares from Dootor
E. N. Fiegenbaum of Edwardsville, who
Is president of the bank. The book value
of the stock Is $125 and the purchasers
paid S.40 share.

The bank has surplus and undivided
profits exceeding 12.0W and deposits In
excess of gOO.000.

ROBBERS TOOK ONE CENT.

Penny and Two BookB the Pro-

ceeds of Hold Up.

One.cent and two books were the pro-

ceeds of robbery of which Charles A.
Schubeck of No. South Fourth street

Behubeck was held up by two negroes at
Main and Olivt stmts,
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FIGHT

AFFECTS

Senatorial Aspirants Are Anx-

ious to Delay Selection of
House Officer.

OPEN CAUCUS IS PREFERRED.

Kerens's Plan Has Always Been
a Secret One Representative

Burkhardt Would Cut
Down Clerks.

Republican politicians Interested in the
senatorship ore playing on the quiet for
position In the legislative caucus. The
Speaker of the new House will have wide
Influence an members. He will be stronger
than any other one rmn aynnny the Re-

publican Representatives through, his con-

trol of the committee appointments, recog-

nition prlvUeges and calendar dates.
Therefore, the senatorial candidates op

posed to Mr. Kerens wlU more than likely
unite In a proposition to hold the sena
torial caucus before that on the Housa
organization. Realizing that Kerens Is
their common enemy, and that no power
must be given to him that cannot be ex
ercised by other candidates, they wish to
prevent a possibility of his stealing a
march on them by keeping the organiza-
tion free from being Influenced by the
caucus on the speakership.

"I will show you how this works," said
one politician yesterday. "There Is Petti-Joh- n

of Linn, who is a candidate. Close
friends of Kerens say without hesitation
that, he Is for Kerens, owing to the fact
that he has a son working on Kerens's
Utah railroad. Then, again, there is Hill
of Butler, who Is against Kerens. SUll
again, there Is Beckley of St. Louis, who
Is popularly supposed to be with Nledzing- -

$: Do you suppose that any advantage is
to be given to these people by letting them
use their power In making and unmaking
members of the House for the assistance
or detriment of any senatorial candidate?
Not much. We want to get over this
senatorship first, and then let the candi-
dates for Speaker fight it out That Is
the reason so few members-ele- ct are
pledging themselves on the speakership."

TOR AN OPEN CAUCUS.
Not so far removed from this feature is

the fight that Is being made for an open
caucus. Kerens, as In the past, wants a
secret ballot behind closed doors. He won
that way two years ago and knows how
effective It Is In protecting members who
switch mysteriously from one candidate
to another.

Republican legislators, as the willing
tools of the lobby, have delighted In tak
ing opposite action. The present mem
bers locked their doors, took several bal
lots for the prologue and then Kerens
captured the necessary missing vote. It
is not lmprobaole that a line-u- p of the
members may be obtained on this one
proposition.

Representative Burkhardt of Moniteau
County, who was this fall, was
in the city yesterday and at the State
headquarters. He has not pledged himself
on the senatorship, though he Is popularly
supposed to be friendly to L. F. Parker.
He la intai es ted in keeping down the
clerical force of the House.

"We Republicans will be held responsi-
ble for the' conduct ef the House," he
said. "That being the case. It Is up to
us to keep down the clerical force to a
reasonable limit.

"I am not in a poslUon to say Juat what
number should be employed. There are
eighty-tw-o members In the House. I do
not believe that every member should
have a clerk, for I am certain that the
business of the House can be transacted
with a fraction of that number. The Dem-

ocrats had more than 13) and we want
to beat that way yonder.

If the Republicans do cut down the cler
ical force they will nave worked a reform.
It was suggested yesterday that possibly
the members from tne congressional dis-

tricts would caucus on the clerkships.
thus preventing a plethora of wage-earn- -,
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PRESIDENT WILL

STAND 8Y MESSAGE

Takes Decisive Position in Favot
of Extending Interstate Com-

merce Commission.

ATTITUDE IS MADE CLEAR.

Congressmen Come Away From
Conference Convinced That

His Words Were Not
Sounding Brass.

Tie RepoHCo Bnreao.
Wratt.BoMEX. th and T Streets.

Washington. Dec. 8. Congressmen, after
conferring with; the President this morn-
ing, camo away convinced that his position
favoring: extension of the powers of the
Interstate Commerce Commission Is deci-

sive.

The fact and the hostility of Republican
leaders in the House and Senate to the
legislation promises that a direct issue wilt
be raised on the question within Repub-
lican ranks.

The first skirmish in the fight as be-

tween the shippers and the railroads de-

veloped to-d- In a meeting of the House
Committee on Interstate and Foreign
Commerce. The committee was urged to
Immediately report the Cooper-Quarl- es

bill, which embodies the President's Ideas,
but It did not aot. Chairman Hepburn of
Iowa, a State responsible for the agitation
of the question, by his questions to repre-
sentatives of the shippers who were pres-

ent made clear his enmity to the proposi-
tion.

The situation promises a test of strength,
an contest between the rail-
road Influences In the Congress, betweea
the hitherto conspicuous bosses of botli
houses and the President. The chief ex-
ecutive, say the Congressmen who have
discussed the matter with him, is ready
to fight for the legislation recommended
In his message. Should this be proved
true, it is believed be will get what he
wants, for his power Is greater in the new
Congress than in the present one. and his
overwhelming majority at the polls, re-
garded, as In large part personal, has
silenced opposition in the existing body.

Western Congressmen, with flew excep-

tions, have urged the President to stand
by his messago. They have felt the pon-

tics of the rate question. Many of them
are not going around boasting of what
they want to "do to the railroads," but
when it cornea to confidential advice to
the President, they say that something
has "got to be dona."

This morning's was the first session ot
the House Commerce Committee. E. P.
Bacon, chairman of the Executive Com-
mittee, appointed at the recent conven-
tion of shippers at the World's Fair, and
Representative Cooper of Wisconsin,
author of the House bill, were present.
Mr. Bacon la s. grain shipper of Mil-

waukee and a former railroad man. He
represents MO organizations ot shippers
distributed In forty-fo- States of the
Union. Mr. Bacon argued that the ques-

tions Involved in the bill had been con-

sidered In an exhaustive series of hear-
ings extending from April until June at
the last session.

He thought that nothing hi the way of
evidence could be added and that the bill
should receive consideration.

Chairman Hepburn asked If the ship-
pers' organizations had not tried to crcil-- j

public sentiment In favor of the pending
measure and if they had not gone to the
length ot denouncing members of Con-

gress who were opposed to It. Mr. Bacon
answered In the negative.

Mr. Hepburn then inquired whether the
Interstate Commerce Commission itself
had not aided In distributing literature on
the subject. Implying that the Commis-
sioners were Interested In extending their
own powers. Mr. Bacon again replied
in the negative.

Tho chairman's further queries were
aimed at determining whether or not the
champions of the measure consider that
It is in harmony with recent decisions ot
tho Supreme Court as to the rate-fixin- g

power of the commission. Mr. Hepburn
seemed of the opinion that such was not
the case. The committee adjourned until
Tuesday when the matter wUl be agala
taken up. ,
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